
DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 424 338 UD 032 601

TITLE Ten Cities, 1997-1998: A Snapshot of Family Homelessness
across America.

INSTITUTION Homes for the Homeless, Inc., New York, NY.; Institute for
Children and Poverty, New York, NY.

ISBN ISBN-0-9641784-4-3
PUB DATE 1998-00-00
NOTE 73p.

PUB TYPE Books (010) Numerical/Quantitative Data (110) Reports
Research (143)

EDRS PRICE MF01/PC03 Plus Postage.
DESCRIPTORS Blacks; Disadvantaged Youth; *Economically Disadvantaged;

*Educational Attainment; Elementary Secondary Education;
Employment Patterns; *Family Characteristics; *Homeless
People; Low Income Groups; Poverty; Profiles; Tables (Data);
*Urban Areas; Urban Youth

IDENTIFIERS African Americans

ABSTRACT
In 1997, the Institute for Children and Poverty of Homes for

the Homeless joined with more than 58 organizations from 10 cities across the
country to develop a national snapshot of family homelessness in the United
States. Nearly 800 families were surveyed. This report presents the results
of this research. The typical homeless family in the United States is
composed of a single mother, about 30 years old, with between two and three
children averaging 5 years of age. African Americans are heavily
over-represented among homeless families. Rates of educational attainment
among homeless parents vary by city, but in 9 of the 10 cities, homeless
parents over age 25 have education levels beneath those of the general
population. This disparity grows even wider when all homeless parents,
regardless of age, are taken into account. While 75% of persons 25 and older
in the general population have completed high school, only 68% of homeless
parents 25 and older have finished high school, and only 63% of all homeless
parents have completed high school. In New York, less than half (47t) of
homeless parents have completed high school. Most homeless parents are
currently unemployed, although 72% have some work experience. The greatest
single determinant of employment for these parents is education. Employment
alone, however, is no guarantee that a homeless parent can support a family.
Many factors contribute to undereducation, but teen pregnancy ranks among the
leading explanations. The prevalence of undereducation, unemployment, and
long-term welfare dependence among homeless families is dramatic, if not
surprising, given findings from previous research. Nineteen percent of
homeless parents had graduated from high school or earned their General
Education Diplomas. Issues of education and employment clearly lie at the
roots of homelessness for many families, yet no one explanation can account
for the multiple and complex routes to homelessness among families. Homeless
parents understand the importance of education, with over 72% recognizing
that a high school diploma is necessary for independence; but the bridge
between belief and action in limited, with only 191; taking steps by
participating in educational programs. Local data on homeless families are
presented for each of the 10 cities studied. A discussion of secondary data
sources is included. (Contains 5 figures and 11 tables.) (SLD)
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ns
 o

f
ho

m
el

es
s 

A
fr

ic
an

 A
m

er
ic

an
 fa

m
ili

es
 a

re
 s

ee
n 

in
 la

rg
e 

so
ut

h-

er
n,

 m
id

w
es

te
rn

 a
nd

 e
as

te
rn

 c
iti

es
, t

he
 h

ig
he

st
 p

ro
po

rt
io

ns
 o

f
La

tin
o 

ho
m

el
es

s 
fa

m
ili

es
 in

 N
ew

 Y
or

k 
an

d 
th

e 
so

ut
hw

es
t, 

an
d

T
he

 ty
pi

ca
l h

om
el

es
s 

fa
m

ily
 c

on
si

st
s 

of
a 

si
ng

le
 m

ot
he

r,
 a

bo
ut

 th
ir

ty
 y

ea
rs

 o
ld

,
w

ith
 tw

o 
or

 th
re

e 
ch

ild
re

n
av

er
ag

in
g 

fi
ve

 y
ea

rs
 in

 a
ge

.

P
ag

e 
2



Fi
nd

in
gs

th
e 

hi
gh

es
t p

ro
po

rt
io

ns
 o

f w
hi

te
 h

om
el

es
s 

fa
m

ili
es

 a
re

 s
ee

n 
in

th
e 

no
rt

hw
es

t a
nd

 in
 s

m
al

le
r 

ci
tie

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
N

or
m

an
 a

nd
 S

ou
th

B
en

d.

T
he

 v
as

t m
aj

or
ity

 (
81

%
) 

of
 h

om
el

es
s 

pa
re

nt
s 

ac
ro

ss
 th

e 
te

n
ci

tie
s 

ex
am

in
ed

 a
re

 c
ur

re
nt

ly
 s

in
gl

e.
 In

 fa
ct

, 7
8%

 o
f a

ll 
fa

m
ili

es

in
cl

ud
ed

 a
re

 h
ea

de
d 

by
 s

in
gl

e 
m

ot
he

rs
; o

nl
y 

19
%

 a
re

 tw
o 

pa
r-

en
t f

am
ili

es
.' 

M
ar

rie
d 

pa
re

nt
s 

re
pr

es
en

t t
he

 m
in

or
ity

 in
 e

ve
ry

ci
ty

 s
tu

di
ed

, p
ea

ki
ng

 a
t 4

2%
 in

 S
al

em
 a

nd
 E

ug
en

e 
an

d 
pl

um
-

m
et

in
g 

to
 5

%
 in

 M
ilw

au
ke

e.
 M

or
e 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 v

ar
ia

tio
ns

 a
re

 e
vi

-

de
nt

 in
 th

e 
m

ar
ita

l h
is

to
ry

 o
f t

ho
se

 c
ur

re
nt

ly
 s

in
gl

e.
 N

at
io

na
lly

,
62

%
 o

f s
in

gl
e 

ho
m

el
es

s 
pa

re
nt

s 
ha

ve
 n

ev
er

 b
ee

n 
m

ar
rie

d,
w

hi
le

 3
8%

 a
re

 s
ep

ar
at

ed
, d

iv
or

ce
d 

or
 w

id
ow

ed
. I

n 
N

ew
 Y

or
k,

fa
r 

m
or

e 
si

ng
le

 p
ar

en
ts

-8
7%

ha
ve

 n
ev

er
 m

ar
rie

d 
w

hi
le

 in
N

or
m

an
 o

nl
y 

30
%

 h
av

e 
ne

ve
r 

m
ar

rie
d.

 M
ar

ita
l h

is
to

ry
 a

m
on

g
cu

rr
en

tly
 s

in
gl

e 
pa

re
nt

s 
al

so
 v

ar
ie

s 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

ly
 a

lo
ng

 r
ac

ia
l a

nd

et
hn

ic
 li

ne
s:

 7
0%

 o
f h

om
el

es
s 

A
fr

ic
an

 A
m

er
ic

an
 p

ar
en

ts
 a

nd
63

%
 o

f h
om

el
es

s 
La

tin
o 

pa
re

nt
s 

w
ho

 a
re

 s
in

gl
e 

ha
ve

 n
ev

er
m

ar
rie

d 
w

he
re

as
 3

9%
 o

f w
hi

te
 s

in
gl

e 
ho

m
el

es
s 

pa
re

nt
s 

ha
ve

ne
ve

r 
m

ar
rie

d.

A
n 

ov
er

w
he

lm
in

g 
m

aj
or

-
ity

 o
f h

om
el

es
s 

pa
re

nt
s

ar
e 

U
.S

. c
iti

ze
ns

.' 
In

fo
r 

at
 le

as
t t

he
 s

ec
on

d 
tim

e.
fa

ct
, o

nl
y 

5%
 o

f p
ar

en
ts

na
tio

na
lly

 a
re

 n
ot

 U
.S

.
ci

tiz
en

s 
bu

t r
at

he
r 

gr
ee

n 
ca

rd
 h

ol
de

rs
 o

r 
ot

he
r 

le
ga

l i
m

m
ig

ra
nt

s

(a
nd

 o
nl

y 
1%

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
th

em
se

lv
es

 a
s 

ill
eg

al
 im

m
ig

ra
nt

s)
.0

S
al

em
 a

nd
 E

ug
en

e,
 s

om
ew

ha
t s

ur
pr

is
in

gl
y,

 h
av

e 
th

e 
hi

gh
es

t
ra

te
 o

f n
on

-U
.S

. c
iti

ze
ns

 a
t 1

4%
. I

n 
ad

di
tio

n,
 w

hi
le

 2
2%

 n
at

io
n-

al
ly

 a
re

 n
ot

 n
at

iv
e 

E
ng

lis
h 

sp
ea

ke
rs

, o
nl

y 
7%

 id
en

tif
y 

th
em

-
se

lv
es

 a
s 

be
in

g 
le

ss
 th

an
 fl

ue
nt

 in
 E

ng
lis

h.
 N

ew
 Y

or
k 

an
d 

th
e

so
ut

hw
es

te
rn

 c
iti

es
 a

re
 h

om
e 

to
 m

or
e 

pa
re

nt
s 

w
ho

 a
re

 n
ot

na
tiv

e 
E

ng
lis

h 
sp

ea
ke

rs
.

H
ou

si
ng

T
he

 li
ve

s 
of

 fa
m

ili
es

 in
 s

he
lte

rs
 a

cr
os

s 
th

e 
co

un
tr

y 
to

da
y 

ar
e

m
ar

ke
d 

by
 r

es
id

en
tia

l i
ns

ta
bi

lit
y.

 H
om

el
es

sn
es

s 
is

 n
ot

 a
 b

rie
f

an
d 

is
ol

at
ed

 e
pi

so
de

 fo
r 

m
an

y 
fa

m
ili

es
. M

or
e 

th
an

 a
 th

ird
 (

37
%

)
of

 h
om

el
es

s 
fa

m
ili

es
 n

at
io

na
lly

 h
av

e 
be

en
 h

om
el

es
s 

m
or

e 
th

an

on
ce

, w
ith

 th
e 

pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f t
ho

se
 r

et
ur

ni
ng

 to
 s

he
lte

r 
fo

r 
at

le
as

t t
he

 s
ec

on
d 

tim
e 

ra
ng

in
g 

fr
om

 a
 lo

w
 o

f 2
0%

 in
 A

tla
nt

a 
tO

 a

hi
gh

 o
f 6

3%
 in

 S
an

 F
ra

nc
is

co
. (

S
ee

 F
ig

ur
e 

2)
 O

ve
r 

fo
rt

y 
pe

r-
ce

nt
 (

42
%

) 
fir

st
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

ed
 h

om
el

es
sn

es
s 

w
hi

le
 s

til
l 2

5 
or

yo
un

ge
r,

 a
nd

 8
%

 b
ec

am
e 

ho
m

el
es

s 
be

fo
re

 tu
rn

in
g 

18
. O

n
av

er
ag

e 
th

es
e 

fa
m

ili
es

 h
ad

 b
ee

n 
ho

m
el

es
s 

fo
r 

ei
gh

t m
on

th
s 

at
th

e 
tim

e 
of

 th
ei

r 
in

te
rv

ie
w

. I
t a

ls
o 

ap
pe

ar
s 

th
at

 m
an

y 
m

ay
 h

av
e

sp
en

t t
im

e 
in

 m
or

e 
th

an
 o

ne
 s

he
lte

r 
si

nc
e 

th
e 

on
se

t o
f t

he
ir 

cu
r-

re
nt

 b
ou

t o
f h

om
el

es
sn

es
s,

 a
s 

83
%

 h
ad

 b
ee

n 
st

ay
in

g 
at

 th
ei

r
cu

rr
en

t s
he

lte
r 

fo
r 

un
de

r 
si

x 
m

on
th

s.

E
qu

al
ly

 in
di

ca
tiv

e 
of

 r
es

id
en

tia
l i

ns
ta

bi
lit

y 
is

 th
e 

te
nu

ou
s 

ho
us

-
in

g 
hi

st
or

ie
s 

ho
m

el
es

s 
fa

m
ili

es
 h

av
e 

m
ai

nt
ai

ne
d 

w
he

n 
no

t i
n

th
e 

sh
el

te
r 

sy
st

em
. 4

3%
 o

f h
om

el
es

s 
pa

re
nt

s 
ha

ve
 n

ev
er

 r
en

t-

ed
 o

r 
ow

ne
d 

th
ei

r 
ow

n 
re

si
-

de
nc

e.
 L

oc
al

ly
, t

hi
s 

ra
te

va
rie

s 
fr

om
 a

 h
ig

h 
of

 5
8%

 in
N

ew
 Y

or
k 

to
 a

 lo
w

 o
f 2

3%
 in

N
or

m
an

. M
or

e 
th

an
 tw

o 
in

 fi
ve

(4
4%

) 
ho

m
el

es
s 

fa
m

ili
es

 w
er

e

liv
in

g 
do

ub
le

d-
 o

r 
tr

ip
le

d-
up

 w
ith

 fa
m

ily
 a

nd
 fr

ie
nd

s 
pr

io
r 

to
en

te
rin

g 
th

e 
sh

el
te

r 
sy

st
em

. F
or

 m
os

t f
am

ili
es

, t
he

se
 a

rr
an

ge
-

m
en

ts
 d

id
 n

ot
 r

ep
re

se
nt

 s
ta

bl
e,

 lo
ng

-t
er

m
 a

lte
rn

at
iv

es
 to

 m
ai

n-
ta

in
in

g 
th

ei
r 

ow
n 

ho
m

es
. H

al
f (

48
%

) 
of

 th
e 

ho
m

el
es

s 
pa

re
nt

s
in

te
rv

ie
w

ed
 h

ad
 b

ee
n 

in
 th

ei
r 

pr
ev

io
us

 r
es

id
en

ce
 fo

r 
un

de
r 

si
x

m
on

th
s 

pr
io

r 
to

 b
ec

om
in

g 
ho

m
el

es
s,

 a
nd

 o
nl

y 
19

%
 h

ad
 s

ta
ye

d

in
 th

ei
r 

pr
ev

io
us

 h
om

e 
fo

r 
ov

er
 tw

o 
ye

ar
s.

 F
am

ili
es

 w
ho

 li
ve

d 
in

th
ei

r 
ow

n 
ho

m
es

 b
ef

or
e 

en
te

rin
g 

th
e 

sh
el

te
r 

sy
st

em
 te

nd
ed

 to

ha
ve

 li
ve

d 
th

er
e 

lo
ng

er
-7

4%
 s

ta
ye

d 
m

or
e 

th
an

 6
 m

on
th

s
th

an
 th

os
e 

w
ho

se
 la

st
 h

om
es

 w
er

e 
w

ith
 fr

ie
nd

s 
or

 r
el

at
iv

es
,

w
he

re
 o

nl
y 

40
%

 s
ta

ye
d 

m
or

e 
th

an
 6

 m
on

th
s.

37
%

 o
ff

am
ili

es
 h

om
el

es
s 

to
da

y 
ar

e 
ho

m
el

es
s

It 
is

 in
te

re
st

in
g 

to
 n

ot
e 

th
at

 o
nl

y 
4%

 o
f p

ar
en

ts
 in

di
ca

te
d 

th
at

th
ey

 s
pe

nt
 ti

m
e 

on
 th

e 
st

re
et

s 
or

 in
 a

ba
nd

on
ed

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
 b

ef
or

e

tu
rn

in
g 

to
 th

e 
sh

el
te

r.
 W

hi
le

 m
an

y 
m

em
be

rs
 o

f t
he

 p
ub

lic
 a

re
ac

cu
st

om
ed

 to
 th

in
ki

ng
 o

f t
he

se
 a

s 
th

e 
tr

ad
iti

on
al

 in
di

ca
to

rs
 o

f
ho

m
el

es
sn

es
s 

(a
s 

th
ey

 fr
eq

ue
nt

ly
 a

re
 a

m
on

g 
si

ng
le

 in
di

vi
du

al
s)

an
ec

do
ta

l e
vi

de
nc

e 
po

in
ts

 to
 th

e 
lik

el
ih

oo
d 

th
at

 fa
m

ili
es

 a
re

Fi
gu

re
 2

: H
om

el
es

s 
Pa

re
nt

s:
 N

um
be

r 
of

 T
im

es
 H

om
el

es
s 

by
 C

ity

10
0%

B
O

%

60
%

40
%

20
%

0%

M
or

e 
th

an
 a

 th
ir

d 
of

 h
om

el
es

s 
pa

re
nt

s 
na

tio
na

lly
 h

av
e 

be
en

 h
om

el
es

s
m

or
e 

th
an

 o
nc

e,
 th

e 
pe

rc
en

ta
ge

 r
et

ur
ni

ng
 to

 s
he

lte
r 

fo
r 

at
 le

as
t a

 s
ec

on
d

tim
e 

ra
ng

in
g 

fr
om

 a
 lo

w
 o

f 
20

%
 in

 A
tla

nt
a 

to
 a

 h
ig

h 
of

 6
3%

 in
 S

an
Fr

an
ci

sc
o.

m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

to
 a

vo
id

 th
e 

st
re

et
s 

at
 a

ny
 c

os
t f

or
 fe

ar
 o

f l
os

in
g

th
ei

r 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 fo
st

er
 c

ar
e 

pl
ac

em
en

t. 
T

hu
s,

 fa
m

ili
es

 a
re

 m
or

e
lik

el
y 

to
 d

ep
en

d 
on

 fr
ie

nd
s 

or
 fa

m
ily

 m
em

be
rs

 fo
r 

lo
ng

 a
nd

 o
fte

n

da
ng

er
ou

s 
or

 u
nc

om
fo

rt
ab

le
 p

er
io

ds
 b

ef
or

e 
en

te
rin

g 
th

e 
sh

el
-

te
rs

.

T
he

se
 tr

en
ds

 to
w

ar
d 

do
ub

le
d-

up
 li

vi
ng

 a
rr

an
ge

m
en

ts
 a

nd
 th

e
pr

ob
le

m
s 

th
at

 e
ns

ue
 a

re
 r

ef
le

ct
ed

 in
 fa

m
ili

es
' r

ea
so

ns
 fo

r 
le

av
-

in
g 

th
ei

r 
la

st
 r

es
id

en
ce

. O
ve

r 
ha

lf 
of

 h
om

el
es

s 
fa

m
ili

es
-5

6%
ci

te
d 

a 
co

m
bi

na
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g:
 a

 d
is

ag
re

em
en

t w
ith

 s
om

e-

on
e 

el
se

 in
 th

e 
ho

us
eh

ol
d 

(3
1%

),
 d

om
es

tic
 v

io
le

nc
e 

(2
2%

) 
or

ov
er

cr
ow

de
d 

liv
in

g 
qu

ar
te

rs
 (

19
%

).
 O

nl
y 

16
%

 o
f h

om
el

es
s 

fa
m

-

ili
es

 c
ite

d 
jo

b 
lo

ss
 o

r 
re

du
ct

io
ns

 in
 p

ub
lic

 a
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

as
 a

 c
au

se
of

 th
ei

r 
ho

m
el

es
sn

es
s.

 L
ik

ew
is

e,
 o

nl
y 

7%
 c

ite
d 

ph
ys

ic
al

 h
ou

s-
in

g 
pr

ob
le

m
s,

 s
uc

h 
as

 s
ub

st
an

da
rd

 h
ou

si
ng

 o
r 

a 
on

e-
tim

e
em

er
ge

nc
y 

su
ch

 a
s 

a 
fir

e.
'

A
lth

ou
gh

 tw
o 

pa
re

nt
 h

ou
se

ho
ld

s 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

to
ut

ed
 n

at
io

na
lly

 a
s

pr
ov

id
in

g 
m

or
e 

st
ab

ili
ty

 fo
r 

ch
ild

re
n,

 th
is

 r
es

ea
rc

h 
re

ve
al

s 
ev

i-
de

nc
e 

to
 th

e 
co

nt
ra

ry
. A

m
on

g 
pa

re
nt

s 
w

ho
 li

ve
d 

w
ith

 a
 s

po
us

e

or
 p

ar
tn

er
, m

or
e 

th
an

 th
re

e-
qu

ar
te

rs
 (

76
%

) 
le

ft 
fo

r 
do

m
es

tic
 v

io
-

le
nc

e,
 o

ve
rc

ro
w

di
ng

 o
r 

di
sa

gr
ee

m
en

t r
ea

so
ns

. E
ve

n 
m

or
e 

si
g-

ni
fic

an
t i

s 
th

e 
fa

ct
 th

at
 d

om
es

tic
 v

io
le

nc
e 

al
on

e 
w

as
 c

ite
d 

by
m

or
e 

th
an

 h
al

f-
57

%
--

of
 th

es
e 

ho
m

el
es

s 
pa

re
nt

s.
 A

m
on

g

Pa
ge

 3
1 

2
() 0



Fi
nd

in
gs

th
os

e 
w

ho
 li

ve
d 

do
ub

le
d-

 o
r 

tr
ip

le
d-

up
 w

ith
 fr

ie
nd

s 
or

 fa
m

ily
,

al
m

os
t t

hr
ee

-q
ua

rt
er

s 
(7

4%
) 

ci
te

d 
a 

co
m

bi
na

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

-

in
g:

 a
 d

is
ag

re
em

en
t w

ith
 a

 m
em

be
r 

of
 th

e 
ho

us
eh

ol
d 

(5
0%

),

ov
er

cr
ow

di
ng

 (
33

%
),

 o
r 

do
m

es
tic

 v
io

le
nc

e 
(1

3%
).

E
du

ca
tio

n

E
du

ca
tio

na
l a

ch
ie

ve
m

en
t a

m
on

g 
ho

m
el

es
s 

pa
re

nt
s 

is
 b

en
ea

th
th

at
 o

f n
at

io
nw

id
e 

st
at

is
tic

s.
 W

hi
le

 7
5%

 o
f p

er
so

ns
 2

5 
an

d 
ov

er

in
 th

e 
ge

ne
ra

l p
op

ul
at

io
n 

ha
ve

 c
om

pl
et

ed
 h

ig
h 

sc
ho

ol
, t

ha
t

nu
m

be
r 

dr
op

s 
to

 6
8%

 a
m

on
g 

ho
m

el
es

s 
pa

re
nt

s 
25

 a
nd

 o
ve

r.
T

hi
s 

di
sp

ar
ity

 g
ro

w
s 

to
 6

3%
 w

he
n 

on
e 

ta
ke

s 
in

to
 a

cc
ou

nt
 a

ll

ho
m

el
es

s 
pa

re
nt

s.
 W

hi
le

 n
at

io
na

l c
om

pa
ra

tiv
e 

st
at

is
tic

s 
on

ly
ap

pl
y 

to
 in

di
vi

du
al

s 
25

 a
nd

 o
ld

er
, h

om
el

es
s 

pa
re

nt
s 

of
 a

ll 
ag

es

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 a
ny

 a
na

ly
si

s 
as

 th
e 

re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

ie
s 

of
 p

ar
-

en
th

oo
d 

an
d 

in
de

pe
nd

en
ce

 d
o 

no
t p

ro
vi

de
 a

n 
ex

em
pt

io
n 

ba
se

d
on

 y
ou

th
. O

n 
av

er
ag

e,
 th

os
e 

w
ho

 d
id

 n
ot

 c
om

pl
et

e 
hi

gh
 s

ch
oo

l
le

ft 
sc

ho
ol

 in
 th

e 
te

nt
h 

gr
ad

e.
 L

oc
al

ly
, l

es
s 

th
an

 h
al

f (
47

%
) 

of

F
ig

ur
e 

3:
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om
el
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s 

P
ar

en
ts

' R
ea

so
ns

 fo
r 

Le
av

in
g 

S
ch

oo
l*

t

50
%

47
%

40
%

30
%

'a
20

%

10
% 0%

23
%

22
%

P
re

gn
an

t/
D

id
n'

t
La

ck
 C

hi
ld

 C
ar

e
Li

ke
 It

'
F

am
ily

N
ee

de
d 

to
F

ai
le

d 
O

ut
 /

P
re

ss
ur

e
G

et
 a

 J
ob

E
xp

el
le

d

R
ea

so
n 

fo
r 

L
ea

vi
ng

 S
ch

oo
l,"

In
cl

ud
es

 o
nl

y 
th

os
e 

re
sp

on
de

nt
s 

w
ho

 d
id

 n
ot

 e
ar

n 
a 

hi
gh

 s
ch

oo
l d

ip
lo

m
a 

or
 a

 G
E

D
.

R
es

po
nd

en
ts

 g
av

e 
m

ul
tip

le
 r

ea
so

ns
 fo

r 
le

av
in

g 
sc

ho
ol

; a
ll 

pe
rc

en
ta

ge
s 

do
 n

ot
 a

dd
 to

 1
00

.

T
he

 r
em

ai
ni

ng
 c

at
eg

or
ie

si
nc

lu
di

ng
 fe

ar
 o

f v
io

le
nc

e 
an

d 
la

ck
 o

f t
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
nw

er
e 

ea
ch

ci
te

d 
by

 fe
w

er
 th

an
 4

%
 o

f t
he

 r
es

po
nd

en
ts

. 1
4%

 le
ft 

sc
ho

ol
 fo

r 
ot

he
r 

un
sp

ec
ifi

ed
 r

ea
so

ns
. A
l=

 2
76

T
he

 m
aj

or
ity

 o
f 

ho
m

el
es

s 
pa

re
nt

s 
(5

9%
) 

ha
ve

 n
ev

er
 g

ra
du

at
ed

 f
ro

m
 h

ig
h

sc
ho

ol
 o

r 
ea

rn
ed

 a
 G

E
D

. P
ar

en
ts

 m
os

t f
re

qu
en

tly
 c

ite
 a

 p
re

gn
an

cy
 a

nd
la

ck
 o

f 
ch

ild
 c

ar
e

(4
7%

)
as

 th
ei

r 
re

as
on

 f
or

 d
ro

pp
in

g 
ou

t.

al
l p

ar
en

ts
 in

 N
ew

 Y
or

k 
ha

ve
 c

om
pl

et
ed

 h
ig

h 
sc

ho
ol

 o
r 

re
ce

iv
ed

th
ei

r 
G

E
D

 w
hi

le
 p

ar
en

ts
 in

 A
tla

nt
a 

an
d 

S
al

em
/E

ug
en

e 
ha

d 
th

e
hi

gh
es

t r
at

e 
of

 m
at

ric
ul

at
io

n 
at

 7
7%

 a
nd

 7
5%

 r
es

pe
ct

iv
el

y.

T
ho

ug
h 

m
an

y 
fa

ct
or

s 
co

nt
rib

ut
e 

to
 u

nd
er

-e
du

ca
tio

n,
 te

en
 p

re
g-

na
nc

y 
ra

nk
s 

am
on

g 
th

e 
le

ad
in

g 
ex

pl
an

at
io

ns
. M

or
e 

th
an

 h
al

f
(5

3%
) 

of
 h

om
el

es
s 

pa
re

nt
s 

w
ho

 fi
rs

t h
ad

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
w

hi
le

 in
 th

ei
r

te
en

s 
ha

ve
 le

ss
 th

an
a 

hi
gh

 s
ch

oo
l e

du
ca

-
tio

n,
 w

hi
le

 7
2%

 o
f

th
os

e 
w

ho
 w

ai
te

d 
to

ha
ve

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
un

til
th

ey
 w

er
e 

at
 le

as
t 1

9
or

 o
ld

er
 h

av
e 

at
 le

as
t

th
ei

r
hi

gh
 s

ch
oo

l
di

pl
om

a 
or

 G
E

D
. O

f t
ho

se
 p

ar
en

ts
 w

ho
 le

ft 
sc

ho
ol

 b
ef

or
e 

co
m

-

pl
et

in
g 

tw
el

fth
 g

ra
de

 a
nd

 n
ev

er
 e

ar
ne

d 
th

ei
r 

G
E

D
, t

he
 le

ad
in

g
re

as
on

 g
iv

en
 fo

r 
le

av
in

g 
sc

ho
ol

 w
as

 c
on

fli
ct

 w
ith

 p
ar

en
th

oo
d:

47
%

 s
ai

d 
th

ey
 le

ft 
be

ca
us

e 
th

ey
 w

er
e 

pr
eg

na
nt

 o
r 

la
ck

ed
 c

hi
ld

ca
re

. T
hi

s 
w

as
 fo

llo
w

ed
 b

y 
tw

o 
di

sp
ar

at
e 

ex
pl

an
at

io
ns

: f
am

ily

pr
es

su
re

, c
ite

d 
by

 2
2%

 o
f p

ar
en

ts
 (

w
hi

ch
 m

ig
ht

 b
e 

in
te

rp
re

te
d

as
 e

ith
er

 la
ck

 o
f e

du
ca

tio
na

l s
up

po
rt

 in
 th

e 
ho

us
eh

ol
d 

or
 c

on
-

fli
ct

in
g 

fa
m

ily
 o

bl
ig

at
io

ns
su

ch
 a

s 
si

bl
in

g 
ca

re
 o

r 
ne

ed
 fo

r 
ex

tr
a

in
co

m
e)

; a
nd

 n
ot

 li
ki

ng
 s

ch
oo

l, 
ci

te
d 

by
 2

3%
 o

f p
ar

en
ts

. A
n

ad
di

tio
na

l 1
3%

 s
ai

d 
th

ey
 n

ee
de

d 
to

 g
et

 a
 jo

b.
 O

nl
y 

8%
 s

ai
d 

th
ey

fa
ile

d 
ou

t o
r 

w
er

e 
ex

pe
lle

d.
' (

S
ee

 F
ig

ur
e 

3)
 (

It 
is

 in
te

re
st

in
g 

to
no

te
 th

at
 m

or
e 

th
an

 h
al

f-
53

%
of

 th
os

e 
w

ho
 s

ai
d 

th
ey

 fa
ile

d
ou

t o
r 

w
er

e 
ex

pe
lle

d 
fr

om
 s

ch
oo

l a
ls

o 
sa

id
 th

ey
 le

ft 
be

ca
us

e 
of

fa
m

ily
 p

re
ss

ur
es

.)
 W

hi
le

 tr
en

ds
 in

 e
ac

h 
of

 th
es

e 
ar

ea
s 

va
rie

d

dr
am

at
ic

al
ly

 b
y 

ci
ty

, o
ne

 tr
en

d 
re

m
ai

ne
d 

co
ns

ta
nt

: b
et

w
ee

n
30

%
 a

nd
 4

4%
 o

f h
om

el
es

s 
pa

re
nt

s 
in

 e
ac

h 
re

gi
on

 s
ai

d 
th

ey
 le

ft

sc
ho

ol
 d

ue
 to

 p
re

gn
an

cy
. I

n 
fa

ct
, p

re
gn

an
cy

 w
as

 th
e 

pr
im

ar
y

re
as

on
 c

ite
d 

fo
r 

pa
re

nt
s'

 le
av

in
g 

sc
ho

ol
 in

 e
ig

ht
 o

ut
 o

f t
en

 c
iti

es
,

an
d 

th
e 

se
co

nd
ar

y 
ca

us
e 

in
 th

e 
re

m
ai

ni
ng

 tw
o 

ci
tie

s.

Pr
fo

r 
dr

op
pi

ng
 o

ut
 o

an
d 

th
e 

se
co

nd

E
m

pl
oy

m
en

t/I
nc

om
e

N
ea

rly
 fo

ur
 o

ut
 o

f f
iv

e 
(7

9%
) 

ho
m

el
es

s 
pa

re
nt

s 
na

tio
na

lly
 a

re

cu
rr

en
tly

 u
ne

m
pl

oy
ed

. W
hi

le
 th

e 
va

st
 m

aj
or

ity
-7

2%
ha

ve
w

or
ke

d 
at

 s
om

e 
po

in
t i

n 
th

e 
pa

st
, m

or
e 

th
an

 o
ne

 in
 fo

ur
 (

28
%

)
ha

ve
 n

ev
er

 w
or

ke
d.

 T
ho

se
 w

ho
 p

re
vi

ou
sl

y 
w

or
ke

d 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n

un
em

pl
oy

ed
 fo

r 
a 

ye
ar

 o
n 

av
er

ag
e 

an
d 

tw
el

ve
 p

er
ce

nt
 h

av
e

be
en

 u
ne

m
pl

oy
ed

fo
r 

ov
er

 tw
o 

ye
ar

s.
eg

na
nc

y 
w

as
 th

e 
pr

im
ar

y 
re

as
on

f 
sc

ho
ol

 in
 e

ig
ht

 o
ut

 o
f 

te
n 

ci
tie

s,
ar

y 
re

as
on

 in
 th

e 
re

m
ai

ni
ng

 tw
o.

W
hi

le
 u

nd
er

-e
du

ca
tio

n 
is

 li
ke

ly
 to

 p
re

se
nt

 a
n 

ob
st

ac
le

 to
 m

an
y

ho
m

el
es

s 
pa

re
nt

s,
 m

os
t o

f t
he

 p
ar

en
ts

 in
te

rv
ie

w
ed

 r
ec

og
ni

ze
th

e 
va

lu
e 

of
 e

du
ca

tio
n.

 O
ve

r 
72

%
 o

f p
ar

en
ts

 r
es

po
nd

ed
 th

at
 a

hi
gh

 s
ch

oo
l d

ip
lo

m
a 

or
 h

ig
he

r 
is

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 fo

r 
in

de
pe

nd
en

ce
,

an
d 

36
%

 b
el

ie
ve

 a
 c

ol
le

ge
 d

eg
re

e 
or

 m
or

e 
is

 th
e 

m
in

im
um

. T
he

br
id

ge
 b

et
w

ee
n 

be
lie

f a
nd

 a
ct

io
n 

is
 li

m
ite

d 
ho

w
ev

er
, w

ith
 o

nl
y

19
%

 c
ur

re
nt

ly
 ta

ki
ng

 s
te

ps
 to

 o
ve

rc
om

e 
th

es
e 

ob
st

ac
le

s 
by

 p
ar

-

tic
ip

at
in

g 
in

 e
du

ca
tio

na
l p

ro
gr

am
s.

T
he

 s
in

gl
e 

de
te

r-
m

in
an

t o
f w

or
k-

fo
rc

e 
pa

rt
ic

ip
at

io
n

am
on

g 
ho

m
el

es
s

pa
re

nt
s 

is
 e

du
ca

tio
n.

 A
 fu

ll 
79

%
 o

f t
he

 h
om

el
es

s 
pa

re
nt

s 
w

ho
ar

e 
cu

rr
en

tly
 e

m
pl

oy
ed

 h
av

e 
at

 le
as

t a
 h

ig
h 

sc
ho

ol
 e

du
ca

tio
n.

O
nl

y 
12

%
 o

f t
ho

se
 w

ith
 le

ss
 th

an
 a

 h
ig

h 
sc

ho
ol

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
ar

e
cu

rr
en

tly
 e

m
pl

oy
ed

 in
 a

 n
on

-w
or

kf
ar

e 
jo

b 
co

m
pa

re
d 

to
 2

7%
 o

f

ho
m

el
es

s 
pa

re
nt

s 
w

ith
 a

 h
ig

h 
sc

ho
ol

 d
ip

lo
m

a.
 (

S
ee

 F
ig

ur
e 

4)
N

ei
th

er
 m

ar
ita

l s
ta

tu
s,

 r
ac

e,
 th

e 
ag

e 
of

 a
 m

ot
he

r 
w

he
n 

sh
e 

fir
st

ha
d 

ch
ild

re
n,

 n
or

 e
ve

n 
nu

m
be

r 
of

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
se

em
s 

to
 h

av
e 

an
im

pa
ct

 o
n 

w
or

k 
pa

rt
ic

ip
at

io
n 

ra
te

s 
fo

r 
th

es
e 

ho
m

el
es

s 
fa

m
ili

es
.

F
ig
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s 

F
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: R
el

at
io

ns
hi

p
B

et
w

ee
n 

E
du

ca
tio

n 
an

d 
E

m
pl

oy
m

en
t

H
ig

h 
S

ch
oo

l E
du

ca
tio

n
/G

E
D

Le
ss

 th
an

H
ig

h 
S

ch
oo

l E
du

ca
tio

n
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=
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6

T
ho

ug
h 

th
er

e 
is

 a
 h

ig
h 

ra
te

 o
f 

un
em

pl
oy

m
en

t a
m

on
g 

al
l h

om
el

es
s 

fa
m

i-
lie

s,
 a

tta
in

m
en

t o
f 

a 
hi

gh
 s

ch
oo

l d
ip

lo
m

a 
or

 G
E

D
 in

cr
ea

se
s 

th
e 

lik
el

i-
ho

od
 th

at
 a

 h
om

el
es

s 
pa

re
nt

 w
ill

 b
e 

em
pl

oy
ed

 b
y 

12
5%

.
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Pa

ge
 4



Fi
nd

in
gs

W
hi

le
 h

ig
h 

ra
te

s 
of

 lo
ng

-t
er

m
 u

ne
m

pl
oy

m
en

t a
nd

 in
ex

pe
rie

nc
e

w
ith

 w
or

k 
ar

e 
co

ns
is

te
nt

 a
cr

os
s 

th
e 

ci
tie

s 
st

ud
ie

d,
 th

es
e 

ra
te

s
st

ill
 v

ar
y 

dr
am

at
ic

al
ly

 b
y 

ci
ty

. T
he

 e
m

pl
oy

m
en

t p
ic

tu
re

 is
 b

rig
ht

-
es

t i
n 

N
or

m
an

, w
he

re
 3

0%
 a

re
 c

ur
re

nt
ly

 e
m

pl
oy

ed
, o

nl
y 

13
%

ha
ve

 n
ev

er
 w

or
ke

d 
an

d 
th

e 
re

m
ai

ni
ng

 5
7%

 h
av

e 
no

t w
or

ke
d 

fo
r

an
 a

ve
ra

ge
 (

m
ed

ia
n)

 o
f 5

 m
on

th
s 

(a
nd

 w
he

re
 lo

ca
l u

ne
m

pl
oy

-
m

en
t r

at
es

 w
er

e
at

 a
 lo

w
 o

f 3
.3

%
at

 th
e 

tim
e 

of
 th

e
su

rv
ey

).
 E

m
pl

oy
-

m
en

t i
s 

bl
ea

ke
st

in
N

ew
Y

or
k

w
he

re
 o

nl
y 

8%
ar

e
cu

rr
en

tly
em

pl
oy

ed
, 3

4%
ha

ve
ne

ve
r

w
or

ke
d,

 a
nd

 th
e

re
m

ai
ni

ng
 5

8%
 h

av
e 

no
t w

or
ke

d 
fo

r 
an

 a
ve

ra
ge

 o
f 1

2 
m

on
th

s
(a

nd
 w

he
re

 lo
ca

l u
ne

m
pl

oy
m

en
t r

at
es

 w
er

e 
at

 a
 h

ig
h 

of
 9

.2
%

 a
t

th
e 

tim
e 

of
 th

e 
su

rv
ey

).

ch
ild

 c
ar

e 
or

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
be

in
g 

to
o 

yo
un

g 
to

 le
av

e 
in

 c
hi

ld
 c

ar
e 

is
th

e 
m

os
t f

re
qu

en
tly

 c
ite

d 
re

as
on

 fo
r 

un
em

pl
oy

m
en

t i
n 

se
ve

n 
ou

t

of
 th

e 
te

n 
ci

tie
s,

 a
nd

 th
e 

se
co

nd
 o

r 
th

ird
 in

 tw
o 

of
 th

e 
re

m
ai

ni
ng

ci
tie

s.
 T

he
 s

ec
on

d 
m

os
t f

re
qu

en
tly

 c
ite

d 
ca

us
e 

of
 u

ne
m

pl
oy

-
m

en
t r

es
ul

ts
 fr

om
 p

oo
r 

m
at

ch
es

 b
et

w
ee

n 
jo

b 
sk

ill
s 

an
d 

av
ai

l-
ab

le
 jo

bs
no

t b
ei

ng
 h

ire
d 

or
 n

ot
 b

ei
ng

 a
bl

e 
to

 fi
nd

 jo
bs

 to
ap

pl
y 

fo
r 

(3
1%

).
 T

he
ne

xt
 m

os
t f

re
qu

en
tly

ci
te

d
re

as
on

fo
r

un
em

pl
oy

m
en

t i
s 

a
la

ck
 o

f a
dd

re
ss

ci
te

d
by

 2
7%

 o
f

re
sp

on
de

nt
s.

' L
ac

k 
of

tr
an

sp
or

ta
tio

n 
cr

ea
te

s

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 b

ar
rie

rs
 to

em
pl

oy
m

en
t a

s 
w

el
l,

ra
nk

in
g 

in
 th

e 
to

p
th

re
e 

in
 s

ev
en

 o
f t

he
 te

n 
ci

tie
s,

 a
nd

 c
ite

d 
by

 1
7%

 o
f t

he
 h

om
e-

le
ss

 fa
m

ili
es

 n
at

io
na

lly
. F

ift
ee

n 
pe

rc
en

t c
ite

d 
ill

ne
ss

, d
is

ab
ili

ty
 o

r

su
bs

ta
nc

e 
ab

us
e.

 O
nl

y 
3%

 s
ai

d 
th

ey
 w

er
e 

un
em

pl
oy

ed
be

ca
us

e 
w

el
fa

re
 p

ai
d 

m
or

e 
an

d 
an

 e
qu

al
 p

er
ce

nt
ag

e 
sa

id
 th

at
th

ey
 s

im
pl

y 
di

d 
no

t w
an

t t
o 

w
or

k.
 (
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e 
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 T

he
 r

ea
so

ns
fo

r 
le

av
in

g 
pr

ev
io

us
 e

m
pl

oy
m

en
t a

re
 s

im
ila

r 
in

 p
er

ce
nt

ag
es

 to
th

os
e 

gi
ve

n 
fo

r 
cu

rr
en

t u
ne

m
pl

oy
m

en
t w

ith
 o

ne
 o

m
is

si
on

:
al

m
os

t o
ne

-t
hi

rd
 (

29
%

) 
le

ft 
th

ei
r 

la
st

 jo
b 

be
ca

us
e 

th
ey

 w
er

e
fir

ed
 o

r 
la

id
 o

ff.
'

W
hi

le
 7

9%
 o

f 
ho

m
el

es
s 

pa
re

nt
s 

na
tio

na
lly

 a
re

 c
ur

re
nt

ly
un

em
pl

oy
ed

, 7
2%

 h
av

e 
w

or
ke

d 
at

 s
om

e 
tim

e 
in

 th
e 

pa
st

.
42

%
, h

ow
ev

er
, h

av
e 

ne
ve

r 
w

or
ke

d 
or

ha
ve

 n
ot

 w
or

ke
d 

in
 o

ve
r 

tw
o 

ye
ar

s.
 6

7%
 e

ar
ne

d
be

lo
w

 th
e 

po
ve

rt
y 

le
ve

l i
n 

cu
rr

en
t o

r 
pr

ev
io

us
 jo

bs
.

H
om

el
es

s 
fa

m
ili

es
 fa

ce
 m

an
y 

ba
rr

ie
rs

 to
 e

m
pl

oy
m

en
t. 

T
he

le
ad

in
g 

re
as

on
 c

ite
d 

(4
1%

) 
fo

r 
cu

rr
en

t u
ne

m
pl

oy
m

en
t b

y 
ho

m
e-

le
ss

 p
ar

en
ts

 is
 la

ck
 o

f c
hi

ld
 c

ar
e 

or
 p

re
gn

an
cy

. I
nd

ee
d 

la
ck

 o
f

F
ig

ur
e 

5:
 H

om
el

es
s 

P
ar

en
ts

' R
ea

so
ns

 fo
r 

C
ur

re
nt

 U
ne

m
pl

oy
m

en
t''

'.

L
ac

k 
of

 C
hi

ld
C

ar
e/

 P
re

gn
an

cy

C
an

 N
ot

 F
in

d 
Jo

b/
N

ot
 Q

ua
lif

ie
d 

fo
r 

Jo
b

L
ac

k 
of

 A
dd

re
ss

 o
r 

R
es

id
en

ce

L
ac

k 
of

 T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n

20
%

10
%

30
%

40
%

P
er

ce
nt

ag
e 

of
 R

es
po

nd
en

ts

R
es

po
nd

en
ts

 c
ou

ld
 g

iv
e 

m
ul

tip
le

 a
ns

w
er

s:
 a

ll 
pe

rc
en

ta
ge

s 
do

 n
or

 a
dd

 to
 1

00
.

f O
f t

he
 r

em
ai

ni
ng

 c
at

eg
or

ie
s,

 il
ln

es
s/

di
sa

bi
lit

y/
su

bs
ta

nc
e 

ab
us

e 
w

as
 c

ite
d 

by
 1

5%
, a

nd
 "

w
el

-
fa

re
 p

ay
s 

m
or

e"
, d

oe
s 

no
t w

an
t t

o 
w

or
k,

 a
nd

 la
ng

ua
ge

 b
ar

rie
r 

w
er

e 
ea

ch
 c

ite
d 

by
 3

%
.

A
no

th
er

 1
4%

 c
ite

d 
ot

he
r 

ta
m

pe
ci

fie
d 

re
as

on
s 

fo
r 

un
em

pl
op

ne
nt

.
P

1=
54

5

50
%

T
he

 r
ea

so
ns

 m
os

t f
re

qu
en

tly
 c

ite
d 

by
 h

om
el

es
s 

pa
re

nt
s 

fo
r 

no
t w

or
ki

ng
ar

e 
a 

la
ck

 o
f c

hi
ld

 c
ar

e 
an

d 
an

 in
ab

ili
ty

 to
 fi

nd
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 e

m
pl

oy
-

m
en

t.

W
hi

le
 th

es
e 

un
em

pl
oy

m
en

t r
at

es
 a

nd
 h

is
to

rie
s 

be
gi

n 
to

 e
xp

la
in

th
e 

ci
rc

um
st

an
ce

s 
th

at
 c

on
tr

ib
ut

e 
to

 a
nd

 s
us

ta
in

 p
ov

er
ty

 a
nd

ho
m

el
es

sn
es

s 
am

on
g 

fa
m

ili
es

, w
or

k 
sc

he
du

le
s 

an
d 

in
co

m
e 

in
cu

rr
en

t a
nd

 p
re

vi
ou

s 
em

pl
oy

m
en

t p
ai

nt
 a

 fu
lle

r 
pi

ct
ur

e.
 O

ne
-

th
ird

 (
34

%
) 

of
 p

ar
en

ts
 c

ur
re

nt
ly

 e
m

pl
oy

ed
 a

re
 o

nl
y 

w
or

ki
ng

 p
ar

t

tim
e 

or
 in

 te
m

po
ra

ry
 p

os
iti

on
s,

 th
is

 p
or

tio
n 

ris
in

g 
to

 7
1%

 in
C

hi
ca

go
 a

nd
 8

0%
 in

 N
ew

 Y
or

k.
 U

ne
m

pl
oy

ed
 p

ar
en

ts
 w

ho
 p

re
-

vi
ou

sl
y 

w
or

ke
d 

ex
pe

rie
nc

ed
 s

im
ila

r 
ra

te
s 

of
 u

nd
er

-e
m

pl
oy

m
en

t,

w
ith

 3
3%

 h
av

in
g 

la
st

 w
or

ke
d 

on
ly

 p
ar

t t
im

e 
or

 in
 te

m
po

ra
ry

em
pl

oy
m

en
t, 

ris
in

g 
to

 6
1%

 in
 S

an
 F

ra
nc

is
co

. M
ed

ia
n 

w
ee

kl
y

in
co

m
e 

in
 c

ur
re

nt
 a

nd
 p

re
vi

ou
s 

em
pl

oy
m

en
t i

s 
$2

20
. T

hi
s 

is
86

%
 o

f t
he

 fe
de

ra
l p

ov
er

ty
 le

ve
l f

or
 a

 fa
m

ily
 o

f t
hr

ee
, w

hi
ch

 is
$2

56
.3

5 
pe

r 
w

ee
k 

(o
r 

$1
3,

33
0 

pe
r 

ye
ar

).
 (

S
ee

 F
ig

ur
e 

6)
 A

m
on

g

al
l t

he
 in

co
m

es
 r

ep
or

te
d 

(f
or

 e
ith

er
 c

ur
re

nt
 o

r 
pr

ev
io

us
 w

or
k)

,
67

%
 w

er
e 

at
 th

e 
po

ve
rt

y 
le

ve
l o

r 
un

de
r,

 a
nd

 o
nl

y 
11

%
 o

f p
ar

-
en

ts
 e

ar
ne

d 
ov

er
 1

50
%

 o
f t

he
 p

ov
er

ty
 le

ve
l.

F
ig

ur
e 

6:
 In

co
m

e 
D

is
tr

ib
ut

io
n:

 H
om

el
es

s 
F

am
ili

es
C

om
pa

re
d 

to
 N

on
-H

om
el

es
s 

F
am

ili
es

10
0%

80
%

60
%

40
%

20
%

0%

>
I%

H
om

el
es

s 
F

am
ili

es
N

on
-H

om
el

es
s

F
am

ili
es

E
i8

50
,0

00
.1

-

ri
82

5,
00

0-
84

9,
00

0

E
l8

15
,0

00
42

4,
99

9

un
de

r 
$1

5,
00

0 N
=

34
1

H
om

el
es

s 
fa

m
ili

es
 fa

re
d 

fa
r 

be
lo

w
 th

e 
na

tio
na

l a
ve

ra
ge

 in
 in

co
m

es
 fo

r
cu

rr
en

t o
r 

pr
ev

io
us

 e
m

pl
oy

m
en

t. 
77

%
 o

f h
om

el
es

s 
fa

m
ili

es
 m

ak
e 

un
de

r
$1

5,
00

0 
pe

r 
ye

ar
 c

om
pa

re
d 

to
 o

nl
y 

11
%

 o
ffa

m
ili

es
 n

at
io

nw
id

e.

Ir
re

sp
ec

tiv
e 

of
 e

m
pl

oy
m

en
t s

ta
tu

s,
 th

e 
va

st
 m

aj
or

ity
 (

84
%

) 
of

ho
m

el
es

s 
fa

m
ili

es
 r

ec
ei

ve
 s

om
e 

so
rt

 o
f p

ub
lic

 a
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

to
su

pp
or

t t
he

ir 
fa

m
ili

es
, a

nd
 m

or
e 

th
an

 h
al

f (
51

%
) 

ci
te

d 
pu

bl
ic

as
si

st
an

ce
in

cl
ud

in
g 

T
A

N
F

, f
oo

d 
st

am
ps

, W
IC

, a
nd

M
ed

ic
ai

da
s 

th
ei

r 
on

ly
 s

ou
rc

e 
of

 in
co

m
e.

 In
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

, m
or

e
th

an
 h

al
f (

59
%

) 
of

 h
om

el
es

s 
fa

m
ili

es
 c

ur
re

nt
ly

 r
ec

ei
ve

 T
A

N
F

,
w

hi
le

 th
e 

va
st

 m
aj

or
ity

 (
81

%
) 

ha
ve

 r
ec

ei
ve

d 
T

A
N

F
 o

r 
A

F
D

C
"' 

at
so

m
e 

po
in

t i
n 

th
ei

r 
liv

es
. F

or
 a

 fe
w

, a
dd

iti
on

al
 s

ou
rc

es
 o

f
in

co
m

e 
in

cl
ud

e 
gi

fts
 (

8%
) 

an
d 

ch
ild

 s
up

po
rt

 (
8%

).
 S

tr
an

ge
ly

,
18

%
 o

f t
ho

se
 w

ho
 s

ai
d 

th
ey

 r
ec

ei
ve

 in
co

m
e 

fr
O

m
 w

or
k 

(4
%

 o
f

th
e 

to
ta

l p
ar

en
ts

 s
ur

ve
ye

d)
 r

ep
or

te
d 

th
at

 th
ey

 w
er

e 
no

t c
ur

re
nt

ly

w
or

ki
ng

. O
ne

 p
os

si
bl

e 
ex

pl
an

at
io

n 
is

 th
at

 th
ey

 a
re

 w
or

ki
ng

 in
an

 u
no

ffi
ci

al
 c

ap
ac

ity
 in

 o
rd

er
 to

 b
rin

g 
in

 u
nr

ep
or

te
d,

 u
nt

ax
ed

in
co

m
e 

to
 s

up
po

rt
 th

ei
r 

fa
m

ili
es

. F
in

al
ly

, i
t i

s 
al

so
 n

ot
ew

or
th

y
th

at
 s

in
gl

e 
m

ot
he

rs
 w

ho
 h

av
e 

se
pa

ra
te

d 
or

 d
iv

or
ce

d 
ar

e 
ne

ar
ly

tw
ic

e 
as

 li
ke

ly
 to

 r
ec

ei
ve

 c
hi

ld
 s

up
po

rt
 a

s 
w

om
en

 w
ho

 h
av

e
ne

ve
r 

m
ar

rie
d 

(1
3%

 a
nd

 7
%

 r
es

pe
ct

iv
el

y)
.

C
hi

ld
re

n

W
hi

le
 th

e 
m

ea
n 

nu
m

be
r 

of
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

pe
r 

fa
m

ily
 a

t 2
.7

 is
 s

lig
ht

ly
hi

gh
er

 th
an

 th
e 

m
ea

n 
am

on
g 

th
e 

ge
ne

ra
l p

op
ul

at
io

n,
 th

e 
va

st

m
aj

or
ity

 (
77

%
) 

of
 h

om
el

es
s 

fa
m

ili
es

 h
av

e 
th

re
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

or
fe

w
er

. V
ar

io
us

 c
or

re
la

tio
ns

 w
er

e 
un

co
ve

re
d 

ex
pl

ai
ni

ng
 th

e 
si

ze

Pa
ge

 5
16

17



Fi
nd

in
gs

of
 h

om
el

es
s 

fa
m

ili
es

. F
or

 o
bv

io
us

 r
ea

so
ns

, p
ar

en
ts

 w
ho

 a
re

ol
de

r 
te

nd
 to

 h
av

e 
m

or
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

th
an

 y
ou

ng
er

 p
ar

en
ts

. P
ar

en
ts

w
ho

 w
er

e 
yo

un
ge

r 
at

 th
e 

bi
rt

h 
of

 th
ei

r 
fir

st
 c

hi
ld

 a
ls

o 
te

nd
 to

ha
ve

 m
or

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
th

an
 th

os
e 

w
ho

 w
ai

te
d 

un
til

 th
ey

 w
er

e
ol

de
r.

 (
S

pe
ci

fic
al

ly
, 8

4%
 o

f p
ar

en
ts

 h
ad

 th
ei

r 
fir

st
 c

hi
ld

 w
he

n
th

ey
 w

er
e 

25
 o

r 
yo

un
ge

r 
an

d 
m

or
e 

th
an

 h
al

f-
52

%
ha

d 
th

ei
r

fir
st

 c
hi

ld
 w

he
n 

th
ey

 w
er

e 
19

 o
r 

yo
un

ge
r.

) 
F

in
al

ly
, p

ar
en

ts
 w

ith
lo

w
er

 le
ve

ls
 o

f e
du

ca
tio

n 
ha

ve
 m

or
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

th
an

 m
or

e 
ed

uc
at

-

ed
 p

ar
en

ts
. W

ha
t i

s 
no

t e
vi

de
nt

 fr
om

 th
e 

da
ta

 is
 w

he
th

er
 e

ar
ly

pa
re

nt
ho

od
 d

et
er

m
in

es
 e

du
ca

tio
na

l a
tta

in
m

en
t o

r 
w

he
th

er
 e

du
-

ca
tio

na
l a

tta
in

m
en

t d
et

er
m

in
es

 a
 p

ar
en

t's
 n

um
be

r 
of

 c
hi

ld
re

n.

O
f n

ot
e,

 1
0%

 o
f t

he

pa
re

nt
s 

in
te

rv
ie

w
ed

w
er

e 
cu

rr
en

tly
 p

re
g-

N
ea

rl
y 

ha
lf

 o
f 

ch
ild

re
n 

in
na

nt
. D

al
la

s/
 F

or
t

W
or

th
 h

as
 th

e 
lo

w
-

es
t p

er
ce

nt
ag

e 
of

 p
re

gn
an

t h
om

el
es

s 
pa

re
nt

s 
w

ith
 6

%
, w

hi
le

A
tla

nt
a 

ha
s 

th
e 

hi
gh

es
t a

t 2
2%

.

Y
ou

ng
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

ar
e 

ov
er

-r
ep

re
se

nt
ed

 a
m

on
g 

ho
m

el
es

s 
ch

il-
dr

en
. I

n 
fa

ct
, n

ea
rly

 h
al

f (
48

%
) 

of
 a

ll 
ch

ild
re

n 
in

 s
he

lte
r 

ar
e

un
de

r 
ag

e 
fiv

e 
co

m
pa

re
d 

to
 2

8%
 o

f a
ll 

ch
ild

re
n 

(u
nd

er
 1

8)
na

tio
na

lly
. W

hi
le

 th
e 

m
ed

ia
n 

ag
e 

fo
r 

al
l c

hi
ld

re
n 

of
 th

e 
pa

re
nt

s
in

te
rv

ie
w

ed
 is

 s
ev

en
 y

ea
rs

 o
ld

, t
hi

s 
fa

lls
 to

 s
ix

 y
ea

rs
 o

ld
 w

he
n

on
e 

as
ks

 fo
r 

th
e 

ag
e 

of
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

un
de

r 
18

, a
nd

 to
 fi

ve
 y

ea
rs

 o
ld

w
he

n 
on

e 
as

ks
 a

bo
ut

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
un

de
r 

18
 in

 th
e 

sh
el

te
r.

 F
am

ili
es

in
 S

al
em

 a
nd

 E
ug

en
e 

ha
ve

 o
ld

er
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

in
 g

en
er

al
, a

ve
ra

gi
ng

ag
e 

7 
in

 s
he

lte
r.

 N
ew

 Y
or

k 
ha

s 
th

e 
yo

un
ge

st
, a

ve
ra

gi
ng

 a
ge

 4

in
 s

he
lte

r.

T
he

 v
as

t m
aj

or
ity

-8
0%

of
 p

ar
en

ts
' c

hi
ld

re
n 

un
de

r 
18

 li
ve

 w
ith

th
ei

r 
pa

re
nt

s 
in

 s
he

lte
r.

 T
ho

se
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

un
de

r 
18

 n
ot

 li
vi

ng
 w

ith

th
ei

r 
pa

re
nt

 o
r 

pa
re

nt
s 

ar
e 

m
os

t l
ik

el
y 

st
ay

in
g 

w
ith

 a
no

th
er

 r
el

a-

tiv
e 

(9
%

) 
or

 w
ith

 th
ei

r 
ot

he
r 

pa
re

nt
 (

6%
).

 A
n 

ad
di

tio
na

l 3
%

 a
re

in
 fo

st
er

 c
ar

e 
or

 k
in

sh
ip

 c
ar

e,
 w

ith
 p

er
ce

nt
ag

es
 r

an
gi

ng
 fr

om
0%

 in
 N

or
m

an
 a

nd
 S

an
 A

nt
on

io
 to

 1
4%

 in
 S

an
 F

ra
nc

is
co

.

N
ea

rly
 tw

o-
th

ird
s 

(6
2%

) 
of

 p
ar

en
ts

 in
te

rv
ie

w
ed

 s
ai

d 
th

ey
 d

o 
no

t
cu

rr
en

tly
 u

se
 c

hi
ld

 c
ar

e 
on

 a
 r

eg
ul

ar
 b

as
is

. T
hi

s 
ra

te
 v

ar
ie

s 
dr

a-

m
at

ic
al

ly
 b

y 
re

gi
on

, w
ith

 o
ve

r 
55

%
 s

ay
in

g 
th

ey
 u

se
 c

hi
ld

 c
ar

e 
in

S
an

 A
nt

on
io

, t
o 

un
de

r 
20

%
 r

ep
or

tin
g 

ch
ild

 c
ar

e 
us

e 
in

 C
hi

ca
go

(1
9%

) 
an

d 
M

ilw
au

ke
e 

(1
6%

).
" 

O
f t

ho
se

 w
ho

 u
se

 c
hi

ld
 c

ar
e,

 th
e

m
aj

or
ity

 (
57

%
) 

sa
y 

th
ey

 u
se

 a
 c

hi
ld

 c
ar

e 
ce

nt
er

, f
ol

lo
w

ed
 b

y 
a

re
la

tiv
e 

(1
6%

) 
an

d 
a 

pa
id

 b
ab

y-
si

tte
r 

(1
0%

).
 W

hi
le

 th
es

e 
th

re
e

ch
ild

 c
ar

e 
so

ur
ce

s 
do

m
in

at
e 

in
 e

ac
h 

ci
ty

, t
he

 d
is

tr
ib

ut
io

n 
of

us
er

s 
am

on
g 

th
em

 v
ar

ie
d 

dr
am

at
ic

al
ly

. I
t m

ay
 b

e 
lik

el
y 

th
at

 th
e

ty
pe

 o
f c

hi
ld

 c
ar

e 
us

ed
 b

y 
ho

m
el

es
s 

pa
re

nt
s 

is
 d

ep
en

de
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